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    or as long as I can remember I was 
encouraged to become a pastor. My 
primary qualification was, as my grandpa 
�6�W�H�I�I�H�Q���S�X�W���L�W�����´�<�R�X���V�X�U�H���F�D�Q���W�D�O�N���D���O�R�W���µ���%�X�W��
even before I was born it seemed as if 
serving the church was something I was 
destined to do.  
 �0�\���I�D�W�K�H�U�·�V���P�R�W�K�H�U�����Z�K�R���G�L�H�G���Z�K�H�Q���K�H��
was 12 years old, wanted him to become a 
pastor.  Unfortunately, his life changed 
dramatically when she died so the mantel 
was passed on to me.   
 When I was Confirmed in 8 th Grade, 
Pastor Moench told me he thought I should 
be a pastor and assigned Matthew 28:19-20 
as my Confirmation verse. Then, when I was 
in 9th Grade our youth pastor, Pastor 
Hanna, took me, along with several other 
�\�R�X�Q�J���P�H�Q�����W�R���D���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S���F�D�O�O�H�G�����´�0�H�Q���I�R�U��
�W�K�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�µ���L�Q���'�H�F�R�U�D�K�����,�R�Z�D�������<�R�X���F�D�Q���W�H�O�O��
�K�R�Z���R�O�G���,���D�P���E�\���W�K�H���V�H�[�L�V�W���W�L�W�O�H���������,���G�R�Q�·�W��
remember what we talked about, but I do 
remember it was the only day of school I 

missed in high 
�V�F�K�R�R�O�������,�·�P���V�W�L�O�O��
surprised my 
parents let me go. 
Missing a day of 
school was like 
missing a day of 
work.  You better 
�E�H���D�W���G�H�D�W�K�·�V���G�R�R�U��
�L�I���\�R�X���G�R�Q�·�W���V�K�R�Z��
up.) Even my 
great -grandpa 
Julius Vorpagel 
thought I should be 
a pastor. In my final year of seminary he left 
money in his will for me to complete my 
schooling. (As frugal as the Vorpagels are, 
and as large as our family is, this was 
amazing as well as humbling.) I owe all 
these people, and countless others, for the 
support and encouragement they gave 
me throughout the years.   
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